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SPEAKERS 
Plenary and workshop 

 
Medad Birungi, PhD, Pastor, Uganda 

Plenary: Gender reconciliation 

Workshop: Real men 

Rev Dr Medad is an international preacher, a Ugandan and the 
Founder and President of World Shine Ministries which is involved in 
reaching, raising and releasing people into their destiny. Medad is 
pastor in the Anglican diocese of Kampala. He is has been a senior 
lecturer in Kyambogo University, teaching Development Ethics. Medad 
is a theologian and did his PhD in Ethics at Makerere University and 
his masters in theology in London School of Theology, Brunnel 
University. He is an evangelist, Bible teacher and has been involved 
with CBE for many years. He has been used in uplifting the status of 
women in Uganda and confronting gender-based violence, female 

genital mutilation, human trafficking and injustices against women since 2000. He is a writer 
and is an author of five books. He is happily married to Connie with five children. 

 

Kevin Giles, ThD, Pastor, Australia 

Plenary: The Genesis of Equality  

Workshop: The Trinity without Tiers  

Kevin Giles (ThD Australian College of Theology) has studied in 
Australia, England and Germany. He is an ordained Anglican minister 
who was in parish ministry for forty years. He has published on Luke-
Acts, the doctrine of the church, leadership in the apostolic age, the 
equality of men and women, the Trinity and on many practical 
aspects of congregational life. For 10 years he was on the Australian 
Anglican-Lutheran Dialogue in Australia. In the 1970's he studied in 
Germany and was licensed by the Lutheran church. He is married to 
Lynley, a marriage counselor. They have four grown up children and 

eleven grandchildren. He lives in Melbourne, Australia. 

 

Mimi Haddad, PhD, President of CBE, USA 

Plenary: Genesis to Revelation: Women’s identity is ezer—a 
strong rescue 

Workshop: Women builders of the Church: How women 
served Christ from the early church to the modern era. 

Mimi Haddad is president of CBE International. She is a graduate of 
the University of Colorado and Gordon Conwell Theological Seminary 
(Summa Cum Laude). She holds a PhD in historical theology from the 
University of Durham, England. Palmer Theological Seminary of 

Eastern University awarded Mimi an Honorary Doctorate of Divinity in 2013. Mimi is part of the 
leadership of Evangelicals for Justice. She is a founding member of the Evangelicals and 
Gender Study Group at the Evangelical Theological Society, and she served as the convener of 
the Issue Group 24 for the 2004 Lausanne III Committee for World Evangelization.  



Riitta Keskimäki, Bachelor of Arts, Bible teacher and 
language teacher, Finland 

Plenary: The Portrait of a Woman in the Old Testament  

Riitta Keskimäki studied languages as well as General Theology 
including the biblical languages at Helsinki University. Besides working 
as a language teacher, she has also been employed by Kansan 
Raamattuseura (The Logos Ministries), first in their student ministry 
and for the past eight years as a Bible teacher. She holds a BA-degree 
from Helsinki University.   

 

 

Kari Kukkanen, Masters in history and theology, Finland  

Plenary: Summarizing for the day. Creation – Fall – 
Redemption. Reconciliation.  

Kari Kukkanen is a long-time board member of RaTas - Christians for 
Equality. He has retired from the teacher position at a Christian 
College in Helsinki. He has two adult sons.  

 

 

 

 

 

Timo Lehikoinen, ThM, Principal, Finland 

Plenary: Perspectives on the Condition of Women in the 1st 
Century Society and Church 

Workshop: The Significance of New Testament Texts for 
Today’s Church Life 

Timo Lehikoinen is a father of seven children and lives in Kangasala, 
Finland. Currently he serves as a principal of the Theological School 
of Finland. At the school he has worked since 2002, in his present 
position since last year. He earned ThM degree at the Evangelical 
Theological Faculty, Leuven, Belgium with New Testament Exegesis 
as a major. 

Workshop speakers 
 

Jean D’Amour Banyanga, Masters in theology, PhD student, 
Finland  
 

Workshop: The Dual Role of Religion regarding the Rwandan 
1994 Genocide: Both Instigator and Healer 
   
Jean d’Amour Banyanga has studied theology and has Master degree 
from North West University, South Africa. He is a Ph.D. student of 
developmental psychology at Åbo Akademi University, Turku.  His 
research focuses on social suffering experienced and expressed by 
the survivors of the Rwandan genocide against the Tutsi who 
nowadays reside in the diaspora both in Finland and Belgium, and on 
the other hand, how the families and communities try to endure and 
heal suffering by rebuilding social cohesion and trust, by the help of 

psychological and traditional communal healing mechanisms. It puts emphasis on the 
experience and narratives of how Rwandan migrants conceptualize and give meanings to their 
social suffering and how they can cope with their traumatic situation and have the 
reconciliation.  Jean D’Amour has Finnish Citizenship and has lived in Finland since 2004.  He is 



living with his wife and children in Porvoo and is active in Mission Church. He was living in 
Rwanda during the genocide. 

 

Jan Cedercreutz, Masters of psychology, School leader, 
Finland 

Workshop: The Challenges of Fatherhood – a Biblical view 

Jan Cedercreutz has worked with his psychologist wife for 20 
years with children and young people as youth pastor and school 
leader. Now he is head to the Agape Center that has a Christian 
school and kindergarten in Helsinki. The couple also have a 
teaching program called God Speaks on Christian TV Channel 
”Heaven TV7”.   

 

 

Beth E. Elness-Hanson, PhD, Lecturer in Old Testament, 
Sweden 

Workshop: “If you teach the mama, the whole family will 
learn.” 

Beth Elness-Hanson is a Bible teacher - with missional and 
intercultural passions - who teaches at Johannelund Teologiska 
Högskola in Uppsala, Sweden (PhD, VID Specialized University, 
Stavanger Norway). During her early years, Beth lived in Hong Kong 
as a missionary kid, and she later served as a missionary, teaching at 
the Maasae Girls Lutheran Secondary School in Tanzania. Beth’s 
ongoing research focuses on intercultural biblical interpretation that 
builds bridges of understanding across cultures. She also enjoys day 

hikes, being creative with her teenage daughter, supporting others through the cancer journey 
(Beth’s husband died in 2010 from brain cancer)  

 

Lynley Giles, Social worker, Marriage counselor, Australia 

Workshop: Growing healthy equal marriage partnerships   

Lynley Giles is a widely experienced social worker and marriage 
counselor. She was for many years a Prepare/Enrich trainer, helping 
psychologists, counselors, and pastors to develop skills in preparing 
couples for marriage.  She is very interested in how we learn about 
relationships in our family of origin, how this is transferred to our 
couple relationship and how this can change for the good. Kevin and 
Lynley have four grown-up married children and eleven 
grandchildren. They have been members of CBE International from 
its inception and initiated the formation of a CBE chapter in 
Melbourne that has run two very successful national CBE 
conferences. 

 

Heikki Hilvo, Pastor, Finland 

Workshop: Three important women in the Bible: Eve, Mary… 
and who would be the third one!  

Heikki Hilvo has been working as a pastor first in Lapland and then in 
Taiwan. After Taiwan he was working at the foreign department of 
the Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Mission in Helsinki. Some years ago 
he retired and started his own ministry visiting different 
congregations. 
 



Mervi Kalmus, Masters in linguistics and theology, Estonia 

Workshop: God, Language and Equality  

Mervi Kalmus holds two Master’s degrees, one in linguistics and 
another one in theology. Her main interest lies in the intersection of 
these two disciplines. She is currently working in the Estonian 
Conference of the Seventh-day Adventist Church, leading three 
departments. She is also a doctoral student and a part-time 
lecturer.   

 

 

 

 

Matti Kankaanniemi, M.Sc. Econ., ThM, PhD, Finland 

Workshop: Jesus, women and sexual stigma  

Matti Kankaanniemi has worked as a pastor in the Pentecostal 
church, teacher of theology and social sciences at the Iso Kirja 
institute, scholar in the Historical Jesus Research Group of Åbo 
Akademi,and traveling lecturer. When it comes to research, he is 
currently wrestling with the methodology of historical research and 
psychological Jesus research.  

 

 

 

Anne Mikkola, PhD Econ., Bachelor of theology, Finland 

Workshop: Why did Paul ask men not to cover their heads 
while asking women to cover their heads? An Interpretation of 
the passage in 1 Cor. 11:2–16. 

Anne Mikkola is a founding member of RaTas - Christians for Equality 
in Finland and has been promoting the message in Finland and in 
Uganda in cooperation with the World Shine Ministries (Uganda). Her 
recent MA thesis in New Testament exegesis (University of Helsinki) 
gives a new interpretation to Paul’s text in 1 Cor. 11:2–16.  As a PhD 
(University of Rochester) she was doing research and teaching 
economics full time in the University of Helsinki for 12 years. 
Currently she enjoys living in the Finnish countryside while 

completing her theological studies and teaching various economics courses in Helsinki 
universities.  

 

Kimmo Pohjalainen, Master of Arts in Biblical studies, 
Firefighter and Entrepreneur, Finland  

Workshop: Paul – Apostle that authorized women  

Kimmo Pohjalainen got a degree of Master of Arts in Biblical studies 
in 2003. He has been planting a church in the suburb of Turku, 
Finland, and served that church as an elder and pastor for seven 
years. His book ”Jotta he yhtä olisivat” (So let them be equal) was 
published in 2017. He is married and has three children. 

 

 

 



Maarit Pynnönen, MTh, missionary, Finland 

Workshop: Overcoming barriers – challenging but not 
impossible 

Maarit Pynnönen is a missionary in Cambodia, South-East Asia. Her 
ministry focus is on training young church leaders. She is a guest 
teacher in a Bible school (Cambodian Bible Institute) and an advisor 
and trainer in Community Development programs. For the past few 
years she has inspired Cambodians to take their place in the world 
missions through Kairos coordination. Together with her husband, 
Jouko Pynnönen, she pastored in several Pentecostal churches in 
Finland. Furthermore, they had a regional school ministry in public 

schools of Finland. Maarit has been married to her husband Jouko for 32 years and they have a 
son and a daughter. They are proud grandparents of two grandchildren. Maarit has studied 
theology in Belgium, at Continental Theological Seminary, and later in Finland, at Iso Kirja 
Bible College. She acquired a Master’s degree in Practical Theology from the University of 
Wales 2013. 

 

Charles Read, Director of Liturgy and Worship, Reader 
Training Coordinator, pastor, The Church of England, UK  

Workshop: What about the maleness of Jesus? Is that 
significant?  

Charles Read teaches future clergy and lay ministers at the Eastern 
Region Ministry Course in England, where he teaches mainly liturgy 
and doctrine, but also mission and Old Testament. In addition, 
Charles is Director of Training for Licenced Lay Ministers in the 
Diocese of Norwich in the Church of England. He is slowly finishing 
his PhD on gender and language in the Church of England's worship. 
He has published several booklets on aspects of worship. Before 

coming to his present two posts, he was Vice-Principal of the Norwich Diocese ministry training 
course and before that lecturer at St. John's College in Durham. Charles is an associate 
minister at St Catherine's church in Norwich and has also been a secondary school teacher and 
has led several churches in the northwest of England, mainly in deprived urban areas. 

 

Pia Rendic, PhD Researcher of Practical Theology, Author and 
Director of anti-trafficking NGO, Finland 

Workshop: Porn – Forbidden fruit of Christians 

Pia Rendic is a PhD Researcher of Practical Theology as well as 
founder and executive director of the anti-trafficking NGO, Vapauta 
Uhri ry, based in Finland and Cyprus. Besides of grass-roots level 
work with the victims of human trafficking, Rendic also consults and 
provides trainings for different target groups such as police, WHO 
professionals, prison staff, social workers, high-school students and 
church workers. She is also a chairman of network against human 
trafficking by Finnish Evangelical Alliance. Rendic is an author the 
books Ihmiskaupan Kasvot (The faces of human trafficking), 

published in 2015 and Voihan porno! Aikuisviihteen vaietut vaikutukset (2018). She also writes 
articles and well-known blogs about Gender issues, like sexual harassment and violence, 
pornography and sexual exploitation. Rendic has a Master Degree of Theology and Bachelor 
degree of Education. Besides her PhD on Pornography, Rendic also conducts a degree in sexual 
counseling. Rendic lives in Nicosia, Cyprus with her husband and five children.  
 



Patti Ricotta, MDIV, Rev., USA.  

Workshop: Created for Partnership...Especially through 
mutual intimacy: How God's design for equality in marriage has 
the power to strengthen intimate love 
 
Rev. Patti Ricotta is co-founder and president of Life Together 
International, an NGO whose vision is to cultivate global oneness in 
Christ. Her Liberal Arts major in Psychology and minor in Zoology 
have made her a life-long student of the mechanisms that create 
human relations. She is ordained in the American Baptist Churches, 
USA and her Masters of Divinity from Gordon-Conwell Theological 
Seminary focused on Hebrew, Greek and biblical interpretation for 

cross-cultural ministry. From 2004 to the present, her teaching ministry in Africa has assisted 
global partners in understanding the fundamental equality and connectedness of all people 
regardless of gender, ethnicity, socio-economic status, age or any other dividing barrier. Since 
2011, her collaboration with the Sabiny people of Eastern Uganda has facilitated their decision 
to abandon the practice of Female Genital Mutilation. 

 

Jussi Suutari, Board member of RaTas, church elder, R&D 
Engineer 

Workshop: Struggle with biblical interpretation - personal 
journey to biblical equality 
 
Jussi Suutari and his wife Merja are long-time members of RaTas – 
Christians for Equality. They are active in their local Pentecostal 
church where they are serving in many responsibilities.  Jussi is 
teaching and serving as an elder. Because of Jussi’s job, they lived 
four years in Germany attending a local church. They have two 
daughters. 


