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INTRODUCTIONS OF THE TOPICS 

 
Plenary sessions 

 
Medad Birungi: Gender reconciliation 

Gender reconciliation is a very important area that needs urgent attention in the nations 

of the world especially in Africa and Asia and the Far East. Differences in opinions, 

conflicts, misunderstanding, patriarchy, ministry, academic, economic, racial, religious 

and cultural conflicts have created gender walls that needs to be demolished. This 

plenary will be discussing these issues in light of the Biblical teaching and suggesting 

how these issues can be handled to promote Biblical Equality. 

 

Kevin Giles: The Genesis of Equality 

Theologians are generally agreed that Genesis chapters 1 to 3 are foundational to 

biblical revelation, and in particular to a right understanding of the male-female 

relationship. For centuries male theologians living a in a culture that assumed that men 

are "superior," women "inferior," read Genesis 2 to be teaching just this. Woman was 

created second, and is thus second in rank, woman was made as man's subordinate 

helper and women need male leadership because like Eve they are easily deceived and 

more prone to sin. So-called contemporary "complementarians" still believe these 

things but their wording is more euphemistic. God in creation has simply given 

"different roles" to men and women. In the last thirty or so years Old Testament 

scholars have overwhelmingly agreed that the traditional interpretation of Genesis 2 

was a reading into the text of what was already believed. Today, most commentators on 

Genesis and Pope John Paul II in a binding encyclical on all Roman Catholics, conclude 

that in God's good creation man and woman stand side by side, equal in status, dignity 

and leadership ability; the fall is entirely the cause of women's subordination. It is not 

good and should be opposed by Christians. 

 

Mimi Haddad: Genesis to Revelation: Women’s identity is ezer—a strong 
rescue 

Throughout history, the church has limited women’s gifts primarily because of three 

passages from the apostle Paul: 1 Timothy 2:11-15, 1 Corinthians 14:34-35 and 

Ephesians 5: 21-24. Few doctrines guiding Christian practice have been based on such 

a limited biblical foundation. This session will consider a whole Bible approach 

concerning women and leadership. Topics will include creation, redemption and service 

for women and men created in God’s image and recreated in the image of Christ.  

 

Riitta Keskimäki: The Portrait of a Woman in the Old Testament 
”But from the beginning it was not so.” This is how Jesus once corrected his 

compatriots’ twisted attitude to women. With Jesus’ words in mind, I am going to deal 

with the OT image of woman in my session. It is good to bear in mind that traditions – 

whether Jewish or Christian – have not always stayed loyal to the biblical truth. 

Nowhere can this be seen more clearly than in the value and status of women 

throughout the centuries. 

 
 



 

Kari Kukkanen: Summarizing for the day. Creation – Fall – Redemption. 
Reconciliation.  

 
Timo Lehikoinen: Perspectives on the Condition of Women in the 1st Century 

Society and Church 

We will examine some of the most crucial New Testament texts dealing with the 

condition of women in the first century society and church. Is the speaking in 

congregation permitted for women? How about the meaning of ”submit to your 

husbands” or ”the husband is the head of the wife”? 

 

Workshops 

  

Jean D’Amour Banyanga 
 In 1994, Rwanda experienced a genocide in which an estimated 800,000 people were 

 killed during a little more than 100 days. Basically, Hutu hardliners killed Tutsis, and 

 Tutsi sympathizers among the Hutus. This workshop explores the complex role of 

 religion regarding the 1994 Rwandan genocide and its aftermath. On one hand, there is 

 evidence to suggest that religion played a crucial role in helping to create the conditions 

 which made the genocide possible in the first place. This argument is presented through 

 an analysis of existing literature and documents on the matter. The churches of the 

 former colonial times, both Catholic and Protestant, favored the Tutsis and oppressed 

 the Hutus, thereby laying the ground for the future catastrophe. On the other hand, 

 seemingly paradoxically, religion has also played a central role in trauma healing 

 process among the genocide survivors. This second argument is presented through 

 interviews with 291 respondents (141 men and 150 women) belonging to the Rwandan 

 diaspora in Belgium. Even though more people died while seeking shelter inside 

 churches than anywhere else during the 1994 genocide, this study found that 

 religion was the most important coping mechanism used by these survivors, who felt 

 distrust toward western psychology.  

 

Medad Birungi: Real men 

Ideas have consequences. In the ”Real men” workshop, we shall be discussing the lies 

men believe, their challenges and their role in promoting egalitarianism. We shall 

discuss the ”fears” and threats men see in egalitarian relationship. We shall discuss 

what real men do and how they treat women in light of the scriptures and create a 

dialogue for gender reconciliation. 

 

Jan Cedercreutz: The Challenges of Fatherhood – a Biblical view 

Fatherhood is a sensitive issue for many Finns. How do we brake free from burdens and 

enjoy fatherhood? 

 

Beth E. Elness-Hanson: “If you teach the mama, the whole family will learn.”  
Economically, teaching girls has the most significant impact of development funds, as 

seen in education and health outcomes. Come and hear inspiring stories of “education 

for liberation” from my experiences as a missionary teacher among the Maasai in 

Tanzania, East Africa. Beyond economics and development, this session develops the 

title’s theme with a biblical application from the Book of Ruth, incorporating intercultural 

interpretation and illustrated by stories of Tanzania women.  

 

Kevin Giles: The Trinity without Tiers 

Evangelicals have been amazingly ill informed on the doctrine of the Trinity, the 

foundational doctrine of the Christian faith. Thus, when so-called 

"complementarians" began arguing that just as the Son is eternally subordinated to the 



Father, so are women permanently subordinated to men very few evangelicals 

recognized that this teaching was an explicit denial of the creeds and confessions of the 

church.  Indeed, they said, for us what the Bible says is more important than any creed 

or confession. It took twenty years for a very small number of evangelicals who bitterly 

opposed this teaching to get a hearing. For years, they were attacked as the ones in 

error. Then suddenly and totally unexpectedly in 2016 a few "complementarian" 

theologians stood up and said, "You know we have been wrong on the Trinity. We have 

been teaching what our church confessions say is heresy. If you want to hear what 

happened next come to this seminar. 

 

Lynley Giles: Growing healthy equal marriage partnerships 

In the workshop those involved will explore how to grow a marriage relationship in 

which both parties have a voice and decisions are made jointly. We learn about 

relationships from our family of origin and then in marriage have a choice of what we 

will take from each of our family backgrounds.  

Mimi Haddad: Women Builders of the Church: How women served Christ from 
the early church to the modern era. 

While many Christians today believe women were created to be submissive to men, 

history tells another story. Created as strong rescue for man (Genesis 2:18), women 

have served the church as martyrs, missionaries, teachers and leaders revealing the 

gospel in places men feared to go. This workshop will consider the pioneering leadership 

of women on every continent, from the early church to the modern era.   

 

 
Heikki Hilvo: Three important women in the Bible: Eve, Mary…and who would 
the third one! 

There are many women in key positions in the Bible, like Eve and Mary of course. Also 

the wives of the patriarchs, queen Esther, Ruth, Martha and Mary in the NT... and one 

more, but who? The mighty strength of being a woman! 

 

Mervi Kalmus: God, Language and Equality 

Linguists have known for a long time that our thinking affects our language. There is 

plenty of data available to prove it. But recent linguistic study claims that our language 

may also affect the way we think. In this session we will take a look at the world of 

language and consider the implications the connection between thinking and language 

might have on our religion and our understanding of God.  

 

Matti Kankaanniemi: Jesus, women and sexual stigma 

The attitude of Jesus of Nazareth towards women bearing sexual stigma was quite 

exceptional compared to that of his contemporaries. Behind this we can see, for 

instance, the radical idea of a woman being an individual capable of making 

independent decisions – the value of which exceeds the status of being considered the 

sex object and property of a man. Later church history has distorted this way of 

thinking, even though the notion of women in the Kingdom of God -entirety proclaimed 

by Jesus is challengingly equal. 

 

Timo Lehikoinen: The Significance of New Testament Texts for Today's 
Church Life  

We will get acquainted with the application of the texts addressed in the plenary in 

current situations. Is the theme still topical? What are the urgent questions emerged in 

the texts dealing with the condition of women in the church? What about our 

responses?  

 



Anne Mikkola: Why did Paul ask men not to cover their heads while asking 

women to cover theirs in 1 Cor. 11:2–16? 

 This passage is used as a key building block in theologies portraying gender hierarchy 

 as God’s will. This is while the exegetes offer very contradictory interpretations of the 

 text, typically concluding that Paul was not very logical in his argumentation or 

 alternatively parts of the challenging text are simply ignored. In this workshop, an 

 interpretation is presented that assumes that Paul is logical in his argumentation. The 

 passage starts to make sense, when a) the conflict in Corinth is understood as one 

 between social classes – also among different classes of women, b) we realize that the 

 head-coverings and hairdos showed the social status of the person – and status 

 conflicts were the big issue in Corinth overall, c) we notice that the punctuation marks 

 have been added much later and can be ignored.  The text is given a natural 

 interpretation as Paul’s Christ-centered response simultaneously to all the conflicting 

 parties, that consist of women in conflict amongst themselves, men in conflict amongst 

 themselves, and conflicts between genders. The workshop offers the participants an 

 opportunity to discuss themes according to their interests relating to the details of the 

 passage, its meaning, the culture of Paul’s time and even Paul’s theology or challenges 

 of exegetical research more widely, also regarding the women’s passages.  

 
 

Kimmo Pohjalainen: Paul – Apostle that authorized women 

 Can a woman serve as a prophet, deacon or teacher in today's church? Or as apostle, 

 pastor or elder? 

 

 

Maarit Pynnönen: Overcoming barriers - challenging but not impossible 

 Why in the country which is one of the best of the countries for girls to live, is the 

church still struggling with the issues of woman leadership in the church? 

 What kind of challenges an European woman faces in a church ministry? How she can 

cope with? 

 How the message of the Bible releases and not binds the women? 

 How the Church can make use of woman ministers? The prospects for women ministers. 

 

Charles Read: What about the maleness of Jesus? Is that significant? 

 God is not male and neither is the Spirit, but one cannot avoid the fact that Jesus was. 

 Does this make any difference to how Christians should think about gender issues? 

 Some Churches argue that because Jesus was male, Christian leaders and pastors must 

 be male to. Is this right? In this workshop we will look at these matters and see how 

 the maleness of Jesus has sometimes been used in gender debates and what the early 

 Church made of it. We will look at how Jesus related to women in his teaching and in 

 his ministry and try to draw out some conclusions for today's church. 

 

Pia Rendic: Porn - Forbidden fruit of Christians 

At present the porn industry is part of the mainstream culture and most people are 

condoning it. This means that porn industry also has influence inside Christian 

communities. Porn usage impact the lives of individuals in many ways. It also impacts 

the users’ relationship with God. In addition, porn usage is also strongly related with 

prostitution, human trafficking and inequality between gender.  

This workshop examines how usage of pornography is influencing inside of our churches 

and how pastors and other church workers could raise up this topic with parishioners. 

What are those reasons and mechanisms which causes porn addiction? How pastors and 

church workers can help individuals to catch the freedom from this addiction, which 

cause deep shame and guilt and destroy life of Christians in many ways?  

 



Patti Ricotta: Created for Partnership...Especially through mutual intimacy: 

How God's design for equality in marriage has the power to strengthen 
intimate love 

What do Gen. 2:24-25 and Eph. 5: 21-33 have in common? When rightly understood, 

they both provide an almost formula-like description for a pleasurable, loving, faithful 

marriage of oneness. And both passages are built on equality and mutuality. Modern 

science teaches what the writers of Genesis and Ephesians could not have known. In 

these passages, the Holy Spirit inspired a poetic, yet biological picture of how God 

intends to create a literal chemical bond between husband and wife through invited 

touch and self-giving behaviors. When both spouses give each other the multifaceted 

pleasures of exclusively "clinging" and “submitting to one another,” the hormone 

oxytocin flows. Oxytocin in turn creates a chemical bond between them that supports 

becoming one flesh, and makes giving oneself up for the other almost inevitable! This 

biological/psychological knowledge is so powerful that it became the tipping point in 

helping the Sabiny tribe of Uganda abandon the practice of Female Genital Mutilation 

(FGM). Since these biblical and biological messages have the power to bring an end to 

FGM, think what they can do for your marriage!       

 
 

Jussi Suutari: Struggle with biblical interpretation - personal journey to 
biblical equality   
 In this workshop, Jussi Suutari will discuss some verses (e.g. Eph. 5) that were 

 important to him during over his own personal struggle with the Bible. The conflict grew 

 out of hierarchical teachings he was hearing on some verses in Paul's letters. Since 

 through his own Bible reading he was seeing the egalitarian overall message of the 

 Bible, he was not able to understand the contradiction nor comprehend God's 

 perspective on the issue. Come and hear Jussi's way out of the conflict and share yours. 
 


